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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel Claim 9 and incorporate the substance thereof into Claim 8 as 
indicated below. Please also amend Claims 2 and 21 as indicated below. Note that all the 
claims currently pending in this application, including those not presently being amended, 
have been reproduced below for the Examiner's convenience. A marked-up copy, showing 
the changes made to the claims, is attached. 




(Three Times Amended) An ink absorbent contained in a housing of an 
h \ ink tank for storing ink in the interior thereof and provided with a supply port for leading 
T out ink to the outsic^, and an atmospheric communication port for communication with the 
air outside, said supp Import being adapted to receive an ink supply portion of an ink jet 
head into an inside of saici housing, 

wherein saidVik absorbent is arranged by a fibrous material having an outer 
surface thereof thermally processed into an outer shape configured for containment in the 
interior of said ink tank, and face Vf said ink absorbent facing said supply port of said ink 
tank is a non-thermally processed cuMace. 



5. (Unamended From Previous Versioi^TAn ink absorbent contained in a 
housing of an ink for storing ink in thgifrferior thereof and provided with a supply port for 
leading out ink to the outsjd<and an atmospheric communication port for communication 
with the air outride, said supply port being adapted to receive an ink supply portion of an 
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ink jet head into an inside of said housing, said ink absorbent being formed by fiber > 
material having a surface formed at least by thermo forming, wherein X 

the face of said ink absorbent facing the plane having the large$t!area on the 
inner face of said ink tank is a cut face thereof / 

6. (Unamended From Previous Version) An mk absorbent according to 
Claim 5, wherein said ink tank comprises a negative pressure generating member 
installation changer; a liquid storage chamber commfinicated with said negative pressure 
generating member installation chamber through a communication portion to store ink to 
be supplied to said negative pressure generating member installation chamber substantially 
closed with the exception of said conmiunication portion; and a partition wall member 
having said communication portion, partitioning said negative pressure generating member 
installation chamber and said liquid storage chamber. 

7y/(Unamended From Previous Version) An ink absorbent according to 
Claim 6, wherein the face of said ink absorbent facing said partition wall member is the cut 
face thereof 



^ (Three Times Amended) An ink absorbent contained in a housing of an 

ink tank for storing ink in the interior thereof and provided with a supply port for leading 
out ink to the outsiate. and an atmospheric communication port for communication with the 




\ ^ff^ Uif outside, said ink absorbent being formed by fiber material having a surface formed at 
least thermoforming, wherein 
v \ \ two faces of said ink absorbent opposite to each other are cut faces parallel 

1 x tn each other iirfiber direction. 



9. (Cancelled). 

10. (Unamended From Previous Version) An ink tank containing an ink 
absorbent according to any one of Claims 2, 5 or 8, m'the interior thereof. 



19. (Unamended From Pr^ious Version) An ink tank according to Claim 
10, wherein said ink tank comprises:, 

a negative pressijre generating member installation chamber in which said 
ink absorbent is contained; 

a liquid ^forage chamber communicated with said negative pressure 
generating membepnstallation chamber through a communication passage to store ink to 
be supplied to tfaid negative pressure generating member installation chamber substantially 
closed witjrthe exception of said communication passage; and 

a partition wall member having said communication passage, partitioning 
saM negative pressure generating member installation chamber and said liquid storage 
/chamber. 
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20. (Unamended From Previpiis*Version) An ink absorbent according to 
Claim 19, wherein the face ofgaidmk absorbent facing said partition wall member is a cut 
face thereof. 



v 21. (Amended) An ink tank comprising a supply port for leading out ink to 
the outside, an Vmospheric communication port for communication with the air outside, a 
negative pressure generating member installation chamber in which an ink absorbent is 
contained, a liquid storage chamber communicated with said negative pressure generating 
member installation chambeiUhrough a communication passage to store ink to be supplied 
to said negative pressure generating member installation chamber, said liquid storage 
chamber having substantially closedWith the exception of said communication passage, 
and a partition wall member defining said communication passage and partitioning said 
negative pressure generating member installation chamber and said liquid storage chamber, 
said supply port being adapted to receive an inlosupply portion of an ink jet head into an 
inside of said negative pressure generating member installation chamber, 

wherein said ink absorbent is arranged b^a fibrous material, an outer 
surface thereof is thermally processed into an outer shape configured for containment in the 
interior of said ink tank, and wherein said ink absorbent is contained^ a manner that a 
side face of said ink absorbent corresponding to said supply port of said mk tank is a non- 
thermally processed cut face. \ 
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